[Ambulatory femoral arteriography. An inexpensive and safe alternative to inpatient arteriography].
In a prospective study of complications and patient compliance, 44 selected patients underwent 47 outpatient arteriographies by Seldinger's method. In 45 instances, the patient could be discharged after observation for four hours. None of these patients required medical attention on account of the arteriography. Two patients wished to be hospitalized after the arteriography because of insecurity. Both could be discharged the following day, with no evidence of complications. We found that outpatient arteriography can be performed safely with no additional risk to the patient and provides a safe, convenient and inexpensive alternative to inpatient arteriography.